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Adam Jones of the Baltimore Orioles heard a racial slur hurled at him from the stands at Fenway this year. 


THE BIGOT IN THE STANDS, 


AND OTHER STORIES 


Boston’s modern sports history is defined by championship 
moments, and ugly ones. Our national reputation for racial 
intolerance just won't go away — and there’s reason for that. 


The series was reported by Adrian Walker, Ni- 
cole Dungca, Akilah Johnson, Liz Kowalczyk, 
Andrew Ryan, Todd Wallack, and editor Patri- 
cia Wen. Today’s story was written by Walker. 


hen a Washington Redskins player 
this fall complained that some fans 
shouted the n-word at him during a 
game in Kansas City, some big 
things happened quickly. 

The media swarmed the story, the controver- 
sy went viral, and the NFL began an investiga- 
tion. But one thing didn’t result: Almost no one 
asked if Kansas City is a racist place. 

In Detroit, a Lions fan used that same slur 
against black fans in a Snapchat post during a 
game — yet subsequent media coverage did not 
frame Detroit as a bigoted city. 


REALITY. 


Spotlight 


DAY 5: 


enraged over the Steelers’ participation this 
year in the national anthem protests. He posted 
to Facebook derogatory comments, including 
the n-word, about the team’s head coach, who is 
black. 

A brief furor ensued, the chief resigned, and 
that pretty much was the end of it. 

Boston is different. But you knew that. 

When a Sox fan at Fenway hurled a racial 
slur at Baltimore Orioles center fielder Adam 
Jones, the racist city question wasn’t just raised 
— it had already been answered. And the an- 
swer for many, especially those who don’t live 
here, was: Of course. 

That image of Boston, in sports as in so 
much else, is part of our brand. 

How do we know? Just take a look at the na- 
tional media coverage. 


And in Pittsburgh, a local fire chief became 
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In the news 


About 200 parents, students, 
and elected officials pleaded 
with the Boston School Com- 
mittee to halt plans to start 
school earlier for many ele- 
mentary pupils. B1. 


Rod Rosenstein, the supervisor 
of special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller, aggressively defended 
his character and impartiality 
before House Republicans. A2. 


Palestinian President Mah- 
moud Abbas called for the end 
of Washington’s role as a Mid- 
east mediator after President 
Trump endorsed Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. A4. 


Genetics engineering company 
Ginkgo Bioworks revealed it 
has raised another $275 mil- 
lion and opened a third labora- 
tory in Boston’s Seaport Dis- 
trict. B9. 


For breaking news, updated 
stories, and more, visit our website: 
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Frigid flips 


Thursday: Clouds, then sun. 


High 30-35, low 15-20. 


Friday: Sun early, then clouds. 


High 28-33, low 22-27. 
High tide: 8:18, 8:50. 


Sunrise: 7:06. Sunset: 4:12. 


Complete report, B13. 


POINT OF VIEW: TY BURR 


‘Some of the “Star 
Wars” sequels have 
been great fun. Others 
have been dire. But, re- 
ally, I’ve never thought 
of them as anything 
more than pop-culture 
candy. “Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi” is the first one 
that tastes like 
steak.’ Review, G1. 


Conservatory cuts ties with 
acclaimed music professor 


Ex-students describe sexual aggression 


By Malcolm Gay and Kay Lazar 
GLOBE STAFF 

The Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee has cut ties with a high-pro- 
file professor, well known in the 
city’s contemporary classical music 
scene, amid allegations of abusive 
behavior and sexual improprieties. 

Eric Alexander Hewitt — a saxo- 
phonist, conductor, and gatekeeper 
to coveted performance berths for 
young musicians — was placed on 
leave during a Globe investigation 
into alleged sexual mistreatment of 
women at the conservatory and be- 
yond. 

In addition to losing his position 
as an associate professor at the con- 
servatory in late November, Hewitt 
had his contract working with the 
Boston College High School jazz 
band severed, and Phillips Exeter 
Academy placed him on leave from 


an adjunct 
teaching posi- 
tion, accord- 
ing to repre- 
sentatives of 
those institu- 
tions. 

Boston 
Conservatory’s 
executive di- 
rector, Cathy 
Young, said 
Hewitt had earlier tendered his res- 
ignation, effective at the end of the 
semester, but “based on information 
the conservatory received” the 
school placed him on leave Nov. 28. 

“He will not be returning to the 
conservatory,” Young said in a state- 
ment. 

Young declined to clarify the rea- 
son for Hewitt’s departure, noting 
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Eric Hewitt has 
multiple accusers. 


Senators 
forge deal 
for tax 
overhaul 


Health mandate would 
end; vote due next week 


By Jim Tankersley and Thomas Kaplan 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — The day after suffering a 
political blow in the Alabama special Senate elec- 
tion, congressional Republicans sped forward 
with the most sweeping tax rewrite in decades, 
announcing an agreement on a final bill that 
would cut taxes for busi- 
nesses and individuals 
and mark the party’s first The changes 


major legislative achieve- - 1 d 
ment since assuming po- Include a 
litical control this year. lower top 


Party leaders in the . T: 
House and Senate agreed individual 
in principle to bridge the 
yawning gaps between tax rate of 37 
their competing versions percent. 
of the $1.5 trillion tax bill, 
keeping Republicans on 
track for final votes next 
week with the aim of delivering a bill to President 
Trump’s desk by Christmas. The House and Sen- 
ate versions of the tax bill started from the same 
core principles — cutting taxes on business 
sharply, while reducing rates and eliminating 
some breaks for individuals — but had diverged 
on several key details. 

In the end, more of the Senate bill appeared to 
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President Trump spoke about the tax deal, 
hours after the loss of a GOP Senate seat. 


Same state, 
different 


message 


Alabama vote could be 
sending warning to Trump 
By Matt Viser and Astead W. Herndon 


GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — When some 30,000 sup- 
porters packed a football stadium in Mobile, 
Ala., just weeks after Donald Trump kicked off 
his campaign in 2015, it 
showed he had tapped into 
something big. Trump’s im- 
—_____ probable campaign had 
touched a national nerve. 

But Alabama sent President Trump the op- 
posite message Tuesday night by electing Dem- 
ocrat Doug Jones in a special Senate election: 
Your agenda is at risk, your political instincts 
are amiss, and the backlash against you is both 
strong and growing. 

Alabama showed Trump the path to victory 
early in his campaign. A year into his presiden- 
cy, Alabama warned of looming failures. 

This was a watershed off-year election that 
could reshape the Republican governing agen- 
da, trigger Republican governors and senators 
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Cannabis panel backs pot bars, home delivery 


By Dan Adams 
GLOBE STAFF 
The legal sale and con- 
sumption of recreational mar- 
ijuana in Massachusetts came 
into much clearer focus this 
week, as state regulators said 
they are ready to authorize a 


Votes include limited licenses for 
theaters, spas as rules take shape 


wide variety of locations 
where consumers can buy and 
consume cannabis. 

Cannabis officials took pre- 
liminary votes to allow mari- 
juana “bars” or cafes where 
cannabis products can be con- 
sumed on site, to permit 


home delivery of pot, and to 
regulate the sale and use of 
the drug at other businesses 
such as restaurants, yoga stu- 
dios, movie theaters, and mas- 
sage parlors that receive state 
licenses. 

In meetings this week, the 
state Cannabis Control Com- 
mission approved creation of 
a “mixed-use” license for such 
businesses to sell marijuana 


products on the side for their 
customers’ use on the premis- 
es. 

The vote opens the door, 
for example, for masseuses 
who want to use pot-infused 
lotions or restaurants that 
may want to prepare marijua- 
na-laced dishes some nights of 
the week. 

Both marijuana “bars” and 
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